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COLUMBUS  
SAIL AND POWER 
SQUADRON

A  UNIT  OF  UNITED  STATES  POWER  SQUADRONS

You are cordially invited to celebrate the
Columbus Sail and Power Squadron’s 75th Anniversary 		

				    and the Commanders Ball
					             Saturday, March 14th 2015
								        94th Aero Squadron
	    					       5030 Sawyer Rd., Columbus, OH 43219

Join John and Mari as they celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the 
Columbus Sail and Power Squadron at the 2015 Commander’s Ball. 

The festivities will be held in Captain Eddie’s Cabaret at the 94th Aero Squadron.

Time: 	 5:30pm - 6:30pm – Social Hour
		  6:30pm – Dinner and Anniversary cake
		  7:30 – Live music and dancing
Price: 	 $35 per person; $7 kids (12 & under) meal available
Menu: 	 Choice of Farmhouse Chicken, Baked Atlantic Salmon, Certified Angus 	

		  Top Sirloin or Baked Citrus Tilapia with fresh garden salad, white cheddar 	
		  mashed potatoes, chef’s selection of vegetables and rolls

Drinks: 	 Soft drinks, coffee and tea included as well as a Cash bar.
Dress: 	 Uniform A (bow tie), evening attire
RSVP: 	 by March 10th to John McCarty 614-832-6779 or csps-rsvp@outlook.com
		  NO SHOWS WILL BE BILLED
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2015-2016 EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE
COLUMBUS SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON

A Unit of United States Power Squadrons  • 1185-29  • Chartered 1940
Commander 	 John Seaver, JN 	 614/468-3617 	 jls_oh@hotmail.com
Executive Officer 	 Julie Mohrman, AP 	 614-581-4814 	 jemohrman@mindspring.com
Admin. Officer 	 John McCarty, AP 	 614-832-6779 	 jmmccarty@gmail.com
Squad. Ed. Officer 	 Mari Seaver, S 	 614-450-0162 	 mseaver87@gmail.com
Secretary 	 Ron Hupman, S 	 740-467-7013 	 hupman1@att.net
Treasurer 	 Edward Mack, AP 	 740-507-9741 	 ed_mack74@yahoo.com
Asst. Ad. Officer 	 John Daulton, S 	 614-738-3751 	 john.k.daulton@gmail.com
Asst. SEO Richard 	 Sorensen, JN 		  zeke0711@yahoo.com
Asst. Secretary 	 Thomas M. Doyle, P 	 614-561-3056 	 tdoyle2@columbus.rr.com
Asst. Treasurer 	 David Canale, P 	 614-323-6040 	 davidcanale4u@yahoo.com
Past Commander 	 William Mohrman, AP 	 614-203-8817 	 wjmohrman@mindspring.com
Member-at-Large	 Ruthie Kubinski, P 		  rkubinski62@gmail.com
Member-at-Large	 Theresa McCarty, P 	 614-777-5152 	 live4lazio@hotmail.com
Member-at-Large	 Bob Goelz 	 614-323-3957 	 bob_goelz@yahoo.com
Member-at-Large	 Eldon L. Hall, Jr. AP 	 614-315-8016 	 Eldon_Hall_Jr@yahoo.com 
Member-at-Large	 Mike Hudson, AP 	 540-226-8284 	 mike.hudson@1992.usna.com 
Member-at-Large	 Jana Mack, S 	 740-507-9740 	 Janakmack@yahoo.com
Member-at-Large	 Larry Lowe, SN 	 614-314-9439 	 afterglowe15570@gmail.com
Member-at-Large	 Mary Rayburn, S 	 614-505-6045 	 humbelmh@yahoo.com
Member-at-Large	 Scott Shaw 	 614-221-6327	 scottshaw99@hotmail.com

CALENDAR of COMING EVENTS

Cdr John Seaver, JN
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COLUMBUS SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON

Galley Gossip

Commander Editor

 
March
	 2 	 Monday 	 Cruise Planning Course begins
	 4 	 Wednesday 	 Practical Marine Electrical Maintenance Seminar
	 6-8 	 Fri-Sun 	 USPS District 29 Conf & Change of Watch - Dublin Marriott
	 9 	 Monday 	 April Galley Gossip articles due
	 12 	 Thursday 	 New Member Meeting - HQ 6:30p with dinner
	 14 	 Saturday 	 Columbus Sail & Power Squadron Commander’s Ball
	 18 	 Wednesday 	 Navigation Course begins
	 24 	 Tuesday 	 Executive Committee Meeting 7pm @ HQ
	 24 	 Tuesday 	 Seamanship Course begins
	 25 	 Wednesday 	 Electronic Navigation Course begins

APRIL
	 2 	 Thurs 	 Dinner Meeting
	 5 	 Sunday 	 Easter Day
	 6 	 Monday  	 May Galley Gossip info due
	 12 	 Sunday  	 Marion Welcome Potluck Luncheon @ HQ
	 19 	 Sunday 	 Vessel Safety Meeting
	 28 	 Tues 	 Executive Committee Meeting

MAY
	 7 	 Thurs 	 Dinner Meeting
	 10 	 Sunday 	 Mother’s Day
	 11 	 Monday 	 June Galley Gossip articles due
	 14 	 Thurs 	 Practical Marine Engine Maintenance Seminar
	 15	 Friday	 Wear Your Life Jacket to Work Day
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COMMANDER’S  MESSAGE
Cdr John Seaver, JN
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER
L/C Julie Mohrman, AP

I would like to thank the membership for voting for me and 
affirming my continued trek on the bridge of the Columbus 
Sail and Power Squadron.  I am looking forward to a new year 
of working with the new bridge officers.  There are some very 
exciting plans and changes that will be taking place throughout 
this year.

You may ask as I did, what are the roles and responsibilities 
of the Executive Officer?  In short, the XO is responsible for 
many of the external links to the squadron:  Public Relations, 
Boat Shows, liaison to other boating organizations, Co-operative 
Charting and Vessel Safety Exams.

As it turns out, all of these have Public Relations in common 
activities.  If we don’t have a strong marketing department 
that is putting CSPS out in front of the public, we are just an 
inwardly focused boating club.  It is very important to “market” 
ourselves to not only the public but to other important boating 
entities such as Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Central 
Ohio Safe Boating Council (COSBC), boat dealers, the various 
sporting goods stores that are now in the area and our sister 
boating organizations such as Alum Creek Sailing Association 
and Scioto Boat Club.  Why? We are an important boating 
education and safety organization in the central Ohio area.  
There is no other organization in central Ohio that offers the 
breadth and depth of boating training that we do.  We all 
should be very proud of our efforts and volunteer hours we 
spend with the boating public.

We have been blessed for the past eight years with a very 
capable and inexhaustible Public Relations Officer, Tracy Garrett.  
However, as things and obligations change with time, so does 
our PR Department.  Tracy will have 4 additional volunteers 

helping this year in the marketing 
and PR area.  We are continuing 
our marketing efforts in the 
traditional areas, however we are 
expanding into the social media 
realm – Facebook , Twitter, etc..   
Thank you Tracy for all you have 
done over these past many years!  
You are appreciated and loved!!

Our exposure in conducting 
Vessel Safety Checks is showing.  
We have people coming up to 
us at the boat shows saying they 

know us because we conducted a VSC examination for them.  
We hope to expand this activity this summer to more ramps 
and bodies of water to touch additional boaters.  Our primary 
reason for doing VSC checks is for public safety, but it also 
gives us great exposure.

Speaking of Boat Shows, we would like to change this up 
with new ideas and attractions in our booth for 2016.  Thank 
you P/C Bill Mohrman and crew for all your hard work these 
last 2 years.  Please contact me with your ideas or if you would 
like to help in the new booth layout and design.  We need to 
start now as the Boat Show is only 11 months away.

So, what marketing can you do for CSPS today?  It is really 
simple.  The next time someone asks you about CSPS, please 
take a minute and tell them the three things we do:  Education, 
Civic Service and Fraternization.  We are a remarkable 
organization and we serve the public in numerous ways.

I appreciate the privilege and opportunity to take the 
helm of the Columbus Sail and Power Squadron. I, like many 
Commanders before me, have goals and ambitions and I 
believe they are modest enough that we can accomplish them:

•  Increased member participation – our squadron is 
rich with human capital. I see people with great knowledge and 
experience and know that we would be better if we could carve 
a small sliver of their time to participate. I have seen some 
valuable members reduce their participation due to work or 
other demands and the deficit they left is hard to fill.

•  Redesign the Galley Gossip – It is our best marketing 
tool and hiding it in the member section due to security 
concerns limits our ‘stay for the friends’ message.

•  Improve or identify and establish new training 
partnerships with the like-minded at boat clubs, government 
agencies, sports stores and boat dealers. This is a key to keep 
our squadron growing – and remain viable in our mission.

•  Redesign the Web Page – We made a considerable 
leap forward a few years ago, but we’ve outgrown our vendors’ 
product. Class and dinner registrations don’t work well, paying 

online doesn’t work at all and 
the store, document storage and 
member areas are inadequate.

•  Dinner Meetings – We can 
use a new ideas and I am confident 
our new Administrative Officer and 
Asst. AO are going to demonstrate 
good creativity. A mechanical bull 
may have been mentioned even.

•  Update our Operations 
Manuals – including job 
descriptions and ensure they are 

readily available online for all to see.
Finally - I know that I can count on you to share your 

thoughts and ideas and I invite you to bend this Commander’s 
ear as often as you would like. Your next chance to do so will 
be at the District Conference on March 6-8 and the following 
weekend at the Commander’s Ball & 75th Anniversary of CSPS 
party on March 14th.
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
L/C John McCarty, AP

PLEASE TAKE US WITH YOU!
If you move, change your email address or phone

 number, please take us with you!   

Visit http://www.usps.org/cgi-bin-nat/tools/
myprofile.cgi with your E# and pin. You can 

edit/add most information with the exception of 
courses taken. Please keep your info up to date so 

we can stay in touch with you. 
If you have questions or trouble, contact roster 
chairperson Doug Jackson at 614-895-0435.

Help Wanted! 
We are looking for volunteers!!
 

Boat Show Chairperson & Assistants
Hey membership we are need of your help for the 2016 

Boat Show.  Columbus Sail & Power Squadron is looking 
for new, fresh and innovative ideas for next year’s Boat 
Show.  We are need of a Boat Show Chairperson and several 
assistants that work on this project over the next 10 months.  
This would include organization, booth layout, design and 
activities for the public during the show to promote Columbus 
Sail and Power Squadron both as an organization and our 
public boating classes.

 
Public Relations Chairperson

Hey membership we are need of your help for the Public 
Relations Department.  After eight years of Tracy Garrett’s 
tireless work in the Columbus Sail & Power Squadron PR 
Department, she is asking for help.  We are need of a person 
or persons to oversee and manage our PR department.  
Working with a number of assistants to promote Columbus 
Sail and Power Squadron.  This would include promoting our 
classes, rendezvous, dinner meetings and other activities to 
both the squadron and the general public.  

 
If you have interest in volunteering in either of these 

positions, please contact Lt/C Julie Mohrman at 614-581-4814 
or jemohrman@mindspring.com.

ATTENTION ALL NEW  
COLUMBUS SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON MEMBERS

Please join us for an informal meeting at our squadron headquarters (8492 Cotter Street, Lewis Center, OH  43035) 
Thursday, March 12th at 6:30 PM.  We will supply pizza, salad, dessert and drinks for all as we introduce you to some 
of our squadron members and show you around our headquarters. Bring your boating stories!  Please RSVP by March 9th to 
sue_goelz@yahoo.com  or call 614-598-6709.

As I sit here with 6 inches of 
snow on the ground dreaming 
about being on the water, I would 
like to share my thoughts on 
the Columbus Sail and Power 
Squadron.  I have always loved the 
water, but I had limited boating 
experience and Terri had none.  I 
had sailed some with friends from 
work about 20 years ago and used 
to rent pontoons at Alum Creak in 
my 20’s. One of my friends got in 
to boating and got involved with 
CSPS. In talking with him, I thought it sounded fun, so Terri 
and decided to take the America’s Boating Course.  We have 
learned a lot since joining the squadron and made some great 
friends.

Starting this year as Administrative Officer is an interesting 
challenge.  I have a great assistant AO in John Daulton and I 
hope that we can plan some interesting events this year.  We 
are going to try some new things, or new to us, but some may 
be old squadron ideas.  We are both open to suggestions and 
feedback, so please let us know what you are thinking.

I hope you will all join us on March 14th at the 94th Aero 
Squadron for the Commanders Ball to celebrate the 75th 
Anniversary of our squadron. It should be a fun filled evening.

I’ll close with a quote from English historian, who was 
writing about the Romans, but describes what I feel CSPS 
educates boaters to be:  “The wind and the waves are always 
on the side of the ablest navigator.” - Edward Gibbon 1737-
1794
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EDUCATIONAL OFFICER
Lt/C Marielle Seaver, S

2015 Educational Courses
 
Register for all these courses and read a complete description on our website found at www.columbussailandpower.org 

under the education tab. All classes will be held at CSPS Headquarters unless otherwise noted.  Weekday classes and seminars 
begin at 7pm.  Please arrive 15 minutes early on your first night to complete the registration process. 

America’s Boating Course (various) 	 Saturdays 1/31 – 2/14 $50 	 Scioto Boat Club   8am-2pm includes lunch
Marine Electrical Systems (Lowe) 	 Wednesdays 1/21 – 3/11 	 member $65/non-member $95
Advanced Piloting (Rayburn/Lowe) 	 Mondays 2/2 – 4/6 		  member $70/non-member $100
Sail (Spilke/D Jackson) 	 Tuesdays 2/3 – 5/5 		  member $60/non-member $90
Cruise Planning (P Jackson) 	 Mondays 3/2 – 5/4 		  member $50/non-member $80
Navigation (Hankle) 	 Wednesdays 3/18 – 6/3 	 member $175/non-member $205
Seamanship (Hudson/various) 	 Tuesdays 3/24 – 5/19 		  member $55/non-member $85
Electronic Navigation (Lowe) 	 Wednesdays 3/25 – 5/13 		  member $65/non-member $85
 
SEMINARS:
Anchoring & Staying In Place  	 Wed 2/4  			   $20 per person @ HQ 
Instructor Recertification 	 Thursday 2/19  		  for current instructors only
Charting (Instructors: Various) 	 Saturday 2/21           		  $FREE for ABC students; $50 all others 
	 Scioto Boat Club 8am-2pm includes lunch
Practical Marine Electrical Maintenance  	Wednesday 3/4  		  $20 per person @ HQ	
Practical Marine Engine Maintenance  	 Thursday 5/14  		  $20 per person @ HQ

This is a very busy time of year for us in the education 
department.  We have four classes going on right now 
- Weather, Marine Electrical Systems, America’s Boating 
Course and Advanced Piloting.  We also held an Instructor 
Recertification class on 2/19.  Columbus has 15 instructors 
whose certifications are already expired or going to expire at 
the end of the year. It is important to keep our instructors 
current and active.  If you would like to become an instructor 
or missed the recertification course, please contact me.

After a good sized class last year, I’m sorry to report that 
we will be cancelling our sailing course this spring as no 
students have registered.  Larry Lowe does not believe this 
has happened in over 30 years. Cruise Planning, Navigation, 
Seamanship and Electron Navigation begins in March if you 
want to brush up on your skills.

The America’s Boating Class is only as good as the 
students and we have a great class again this year.  We have 
28 students including a good number of families.  The changes 
implemented this year were well received.  We extended 
the hours each Saturday to allow for a less rushed teaching 
experience and also included lunch, which was masterfully 
orchestrated by XO, Julie Mohrman.  The four hands-on “show 
don’t tell” stations that the class rotated to during week one 
was a new approach to augment the lecture sections of the 
course.  Overall feedback to our changes has been positive and 
eliminated the areas that past classes have had difficulties with. 
We very much look forward to welcoming these new members 
to the squadron. Many thank you are due to all the instructors 
and volunteers who made this ABC class a success. The 
Charting seminar is scheduled 2/24 at the Scioto Boat club, to 
wrap up this year’s ABC Class.

While we had the anchors on 
loan from national for ABC, Larry 
Lowe also completed a hands-on 
Anchoring seminar at headquarters.  
Additional seminars coming this 
spring are listed in the box below.

Recent education news from 
National, District and the Ada 
Meetings:

• Exploring new methods 
to improve today’s student 
experience:

•   Publishing eBooks
•   Blended learning -online and in-person classes
•   Increase our “on the water” activities in conjunction 

with our courses
Please share your thoughts and ideas when a Member at 

Large calls you, or with me at an Executive Committee meeting 
and/or a dinner meeting on how we can improve our boating 
education programs.

A-1 Trailer & Hitch, located at  
5812 Columbus Pike (US Rt 23N) in 

Lewis Center is offering an early spring 
trailer wheel bearing repack/replace 

special for $35.  This includes all parts 
and materials.  Contact owner Roger at 

614-389-4614 and mention this 
 fishing expo special!
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SECRETARY
Lt/C Ron Hupman, S

Columbus Sail and Power Squadron
Minutes of the Executive Committee
27 January 2015
 

(These minutes will be approved at the February Executive 
Committee meeting.) 

Cdr. Bill Mohrman, AP called the meeting to order at 1900 at the 
Squadron headquarters, 8492 Cotter Street, Lewis Center, OH. 

Lt/C Julie Mohrman, AP gave the invocation and the Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by Lt/C John Seaver, JN. 

Roll call was taken by sight and the Secretary,  Lt/C. Ron 
Hupman, S confirmed a quorum was present. 

The following Executive Committee members were present: 
Cdr. Bill Mohrman, AP; Executive Officer Lt/C John Seaver, JN; 
Administrative Officer Lt/C Julie Mohrman, AP; Squadron Education 
Officer P/D/LtC Larry Lowe, SN;  Secretary Lt/C Ron Hupman, S; 
Treasurer Lt/C Edward Mack, AP; Lt Thomas Doyle, P; Lt Bob Goelz;  
Lt Eldon Hall Jr, AP; Lt Michael L. Hudson, AP; Lt John McCarty AP

 Also present:  P/C Michael S. Hughes, JN; Lt Mari Seaver, S; P/C 
Tom Norman, P;  P/C Harold Beidel, SN; D-A/O William Lehner, SN; 
P/C Phil Osborne, JN; Lt Tracy Garrett, S. 

The minutes of the December meeting were approved.
 

Commander Bill Mohrman, AP:
The Jan. 9-18th Ohio RV and Boat Show was a huge success.  

We saw record attendance for the week and for the show in total.  
Thank you to all who helped in planning, setting up, working the 
booth and tear down.  The visitors didn’t walk away from our booth 
without knowing what we are about.  While the public exposure is 
hard to quantify,  we really sharpened our focus and the message we 
presented to those that we serve.  I hope to see this continue in the 
future. 

This is my last report as Commander.  It has been my pleasure to 
work with each and every one of you.  As my term comes to a close, 
it is hard to put into words what all of your hard work and friendship 
means to me.  We have met each of the challenges with perseverance 
and moved the squadron forward toward our goals of education, civic 
service and fraternization.  I thank each and every one I have worked 
beside this year.

 
Squadron Education Officer P/D/LtC Larry Lowe, SN:

ABC3 class starts Saturday 1/31.  About 25 are registered now.  
There is a problem with registration on the website that needs to 
be fixed immediately.  Upcoming classes were discussed.  Marine 
Electronics begins 3/25.  Information regarding sponsorships by West 
Marine was passed out.

 
Treasurer Lt/C Edward Mack, AP:

Financial reports were distributed and reviewed. There was a 
motion by David Canale to authorize the treasurer, in accordance 
with the amount approved in the budget, to withdraw funds from 
investment earnings, as needed, to cover the projected budget deficit.  
2nd by Ron Hupman; passed unanimously.

 
Executive Officer Lt/C John Seaver, JN:

Commander’s Ball is March 14 at the 94th Aero Squadron.
  

Administrative Officer Lt. Julie 
Mohrman, AP:

Since this is my last report as AO, 
it will be rather short.  January Dinner 
Meeting – CSPS had our Annual 
Elections on January 8, 2015 at the 
Hunan House.   In addition to the 
Elections, we had a very interesting 
speaker, John Wargo from the US 
Corp of Army Engineers, to discuss 
Cold Water Boating Emergencies and 
his personal experiences.  Thank you 
John.   Also, we had a lot of positive 
comments on the Dinner that night.

Upcoming Change of Watch – Friday, February 6th  at the 
Montgomery Inn in Dublin Ohio.  We will have a limited menu 
that night to order from: Order of Ribs, ½ Chicken (all white), Ribs 
and Chicken Combo, Coho Salmon or Pork Chops.  All dinners will 
include a salad and choice of a side dish with Cake for dessert.  The 
cost is $34.00 per person with children ½ price.  There will also be 
a cash bar.  Dress that night is Uniform A with hand tie or business 
attire.  I need RSVP’s by Monday Feb 2nd. 

Last of all I would like to thank everyone that helped me this year 
with the planning, decorating, suggestions and ideas for meetings, 
selling 50/50 tickets, and check-in table and most of all my husband.  
Even after doing the AO thing 3 times, there is still a lot of moral 
support needed to make it through.  Thank you Bill!

 
Secretary Lt/C Ron Hupman, S:

All officers are asked to send reports to hupman1@att.net.
 

Immediate Past Commander, P/C David Canale, P:
Has been asked to organize a fund raiser for the spring 

Conference.  A reverse raffle and other options are being considered.  
The amount of the new ODNR grant is lower than expected.  We 
need to consider whether to convert this to a 1 yr. grant because 
more money will probably be available next year.  This question was 
tabled until new business later in the meeting.

 
MEMBERS AT LARGE REPORTS:

Lt Tom Doyle, P – Regarding a calling committee of Members 
at Large:  The squadron has 135 households which would be about 
13 calls per Member at Large.  We need an updated roster before 
implementing this.  If the caller takes the reservation, let the member 
know that they will be charged if they don’t show.

Lt Bob Goelz - Has paperwork to handle transfer of Marion 
members.  New member dinner will be March 12 at HQ.

Lt. John McCarty, AP – Exploring new options for hosting our 
website.  Possibly do it in conjunction with district. 

After the break, the new bridge and members at large were 
seated.

 
Cdr. John Seaver, JN, Suggested goals for the year:
• Public relations and marketing is more than a 1 person job.  

Tracy has done great but needs help. Public Relations is key to the 
health of the squadron.  I have lumped the following in the PR 
‘bucket’:
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SECRETARY
— continued

•  Increased resources to address this list - and I challenge the 
incoming Executive Bridge for ideas on how to address these needs.  
Please bring them to the next ECOM meeting.

- Michael shared that Tracy’s investment is taking from their 
business, and we can’t have that, however we need Tracy to identify 
what it takes and the time to find new owners.

• Redesign the Galley Gossip so we can publish our material 
publicly without creating hacking or personal exposure.

• Need to identify a team led by Tracy.  Dick Sorensen has 
volunteered to participate.

•  Identify and establish training alternatives and locations (ie: 
Cabelas), partnerships (Brunswick Dealer Advantage); Online – 
GoToTraining

• Redesign our Web Page so that it shares our goals, messages 
and class data more clearly as well as resolving class registration and 
payment issues. Alternative vendor?

- John McCarty volunteered to identify an email option.
- Tech Team (Mike Hudson, John McCarty & John Seaver) to 

evaluate and discuss alternatives and create a proposal for evaluation.
• Dinner meetings – redefine the goals and marketing to 

Membership and Partners (COSBC, ACSA, USCGAux):
• Enhance our partnerships – COSBC, ACSA, Rowing Clubs, 

other sailing clubs, Sea Scouts.
•  Create and implement a document retention policy
- John Seaver will coordinate the meeting
• Offer a second ABC Course this year sponsored by the Judith 

Lowe Fund.  This fund was established for this reason, allowing it to 
languish is falling short of the intention of this fund.

• SEO & ABC Chairperson to discuss after the completion of 
ABC Jan 2015

- Identify someone to take over ABC for 3 years
• SEO and ABC Chair to recruit
-  HQ Storage concerns – via cabinets and/or Document 

Retention
-  Create CSPS Operations manual including job descriptions.  It 

was noted that there is one, but if it is not known about and easily 
accessible (ie: Member Section of the web page), it does not exist for 
the membership

 
Committee Reports
 
GENERAL COMMITTEES

 Nominating Committee: P/C Matthew Murphy, JN; P/C 
Tom Norman, P; P/C David Canale, P – Work is complete.  Next 
committee is P/C Tom Norman, P/C David Canale & P/C Bill 
Mohrman.

Audit Committee: Lt Doug Jackson, SN; P/C Robert Prior, P; 
P/C Tom Norman, P – Absent

Rules Committee: P/C Don Delewese, SN; Lt Wade Grosz, AP; 
P/R/C Harold Beidel, SN – No report

 
STANDING COMMITTEES:

Planning Committee:  P/C David Canale, P; D/A/O Bill Lehner, 
SN – Working on fund raiser for district meeting.  Planning for the 
meeting is going well.  Don Delewese is working on the details.

Merit Marks Committee:  P/C Don Delewese, SN or P/C Bob 
Van Der Wissel, JN -  Merit mark recipients are listed in the GG.

Property Officer:  P/C Michael Hughes, JN- Coastie has been 
painted but needs new voice synthesizer.  Fire extinguishers have 
been checked and are good for another year.  Access to the electric 
panel in the closet is OK now but must be kept accessible per fire 
regulations.  The Aids to Navigation Teaching Aid case has been 
rebuilt by Cabbage Cases.

Outreach: Lt. Julie Mohrman, AP – Jerry Paul of Paul’s Marine 
has offered to sponsor one lunch for the ABC class if he can speak to 
the class.

Sea Gals: Cdr. Martha Beidel – Casino Night will be 2/20 at HQ 
with pizza and prizes.  The Sea Gals are making decorations for the 
district conference.

 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES:

Technical Committee: Lt Michael Hudson, P, Lt/C John Seaver, 
JN – see John McCarty’s comments above.

Boat Shows:  Cdr. William Mohrman, AP – See commander’s 
report.  A chair is needed for next year’s boat show and new ideas for 
the CSPS booth.

Marketing:  Lt Tracy Garrett, S – The February GG is out.  The 
Officer’s Calander will be out soon.  It is time to renew Sponsor’s 
Club listings.  The Summer Rendezvous Schedule is needed for 
publication.

Boating Activities: Lt/C John Seaver, JN: The dates are being 
finalized.

 
Old Business:

Grant:  P/C David Canale, P – There was a motion by Michael 
Hughes to accept the ODNR grant and change the term to one year.  
2nd by Tom Norman; passed unanimously.

 
New Business:

Calling Committee – Lt. Tom Doyle, P – Calling lists were 
passed out to each member-at-large.  Purpose is to establish 
communication, let members know you are their squadron 
representative and to take reservations for squadron events.
 
Comments from Guests  

Tracy suggested that we do thorough cleaning of HQ before the 
new member’s dinner.  Bill Lehner was impressed by the Leadership 
Training at National meeting and thanked Phil Osborne for handling 
the poster contest there.

 
First Horizon 

Evan Perry Mohrman 12/29/14 – Bill and Julie’s first grandchild.

Last Horizon  
Donna Morehouse (Past member Tom Morehouse’s wife)

Sick Bay
Fred Card – Being treated for a brain tumor
Debbie Murphy – Hip surgery
Mary Pruitt – Brain aneurism

Announcements
Next ECOM meeting is February 24
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2120
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Dick Sorensen, JN is abso-
lutely stunned that he’s been a 
member of USPS for 25 years. 
He can’t believe he hasn’t been 
thrown out by now. 

Dinnertime has always been special and my most looked-forward-to meal of the day.  Since 
our daughters have left Sharon and I have a quieter, more relaxed dinner time.  It is a simpler 
menu with less drama-filled conversations seated before the television tuned to the evening 
news. 

Watching the evening news always made me feel superior in a smug kind of way.  I don’t 
have any of those problems.  I don’t know of anyone involved in drug trafficking.  I didn’t have 
anyone on the Columbus City School Board.  I wasn’t getting thrown out of office for skulldug-
gery.  The war on terror is a million miles away.  Listening to all those problems made me feel 
great when compared to mine.

That was until recently when I realized that with each bite of dinner I was being lectured 
about all of my current and potential physical ailments:

	 High blood pressure
	 Shingles
	 Allergies
	 Arthritis with severe joint pain and inflammation
	 Dry itchy skin
	 Memory loss
	 Low teardrop production leading to chronic dry eye
	 Sleepless nights caused by coughing/coughing caused by sleepless nights
	 ED, COPD
	 Too much earwax accumulation also known as Wax Pack (not really, I made this one 

up)
So along with the wonderful taste sensations of Sharon’s meatloaf and mashed spuds, I get a 

serving of what’s wrong with me.  But, of course they offer me a cure.  If only my doctor would 
write the right prescription!  But wait; there are some potential side effects that they feel they 
must tell me about.  If I take their drugs there is the possibility of:

	 Dropping over dead. That’s Dead with a capital D!
	 falling down sickness
	 high or low blood pressure
	 blurry vision, headache, rash, swelling, difficulty swallowing
	 backache, liver problems, dehydration, dizziness, kidney challenges
	 yeast infection,  problems getting pregnant
	 shimmies’ and shakes
	 and a condition causing something  to last 4 hours. Call your doctor!
And the actor pretending to be my doctor goes on and on with a list of side affects that is far 

longer than the disease the drugs are designed to cure.  It is enough to make me put down my 
fork.

Now, I understand that the drug companies have the right to advertise but enough is 
enough.  Can’t I just enjoy my dinner while being informed of the latest things that are wrong 
in the world…shootings, drug busts, falling down houses, corrupt politicians or forgetful news 
reporters.  Listening to those problems suffered by other people made me feel pretty good.  I do 
not want to be told what is wrong with me!  Shoot, I already know what is wrong with me.  I do 
not need to be reminded of it with every bite! 

Maybe there is a pill I could take to make these commercials go away?

Meatloaf, Mashed with a Side of Medicine
By Dick Sorensen, JN

United States Power Squadron 
 Distinctive Communicator Award - Website

Congratulations to the Columbus Sail & Power Squadron for your activity and current information  
located on your website.  USPS is proud to give you this award.  Keep up the GREAT work!
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NEW MEMBERS

Vessel Safety Examiners Wanted
Before the boats are back in the water, why not use this down time to become qualified as a Vessel Safety Examiner?  This 

program will begin its 16th year in conjunction with ODNR Watercraft and the US Coast Guard Auxiliary.  It is an enjoyable, 
worthwhile program, and who knows how many lives have been saved because of everyone’s efforts nationwide.

This is an invitation to join us for the upcoming year and beyond.  We currently have about 15 examiners, and have completed 
as many as 185 Vessel Safety Checks in a summer.  I will be offering an Examiner class tentatively Sunday, 19 April from 1730-1930 
at headquarters.  However, you can be way ahead by reviewing the material online at the National Website www.usps.org.

Follow the drop-down menus: Locate Things, Site Navigation, Executive, Vessel Safety Check, and then on the left side margin 
you can download the VSC manual.  After reviewing the manual, you can access online tests in this same area of the website (you 
can take practice tests, just don’t submit them until you are confident of your knowledge).  The tests are open-book.

We will have several scheduled events throughout the boating season, starting with the kick-off of National Safe Boating 
Week May 16th. These events take place at Alum Creek Lake, Buckeye Lake (actual dates to follow), various marinas on Lake Erie, 
and anywhere you choose to conduct Vessel Safety Checks.  This is a great way to meet fellow boaters, inform them of what is 
necessary to be safety-compliant on the water, and promote our Squadron. 

Please let Vessel Safety Check Chairman John Pruitt know if you are interested in attending.  You can email him at jmepruitt@
prodigy.net or by calling (614) 216-5203.

March Birthdays
Harry Archer
Nahum Burt
Michael Deyman
Gage Green
Mike Hudson
Richard Irwin

Congratulations to the following America' Boating Class 
Graduates and newest members of the Columbus Sail and 
Power Squadron!

Coleby Barrick
Nancy Brodess
Marc & Kyle Dopp
Jeff, Davis, Cathy & Reina Ferry
Angela & Brandon Johnson
Susan Lively
Wilf Lockley
Walter Malys
Charlotte & Perry Mohr
Susie O'Brien

Dear beautiful Spring weather, I miss you. Was it something I said?

Dyana Robenalt
Karen Rose
Gary Roshon
James & Jenny Smurdon
Frank & Valerie Swiatek
Noel Traver
Rick Matter
Alaina Hudson
Bart Greene
Martin Graysan

David Kittredge
Ron Lavely
Tim Liggett
Sue Lowe
Mary Mirgon
Julie Mohrman

Patty Prior
John Pruitt
Steve Rye
Donna Stumbaugh
Tom Stumbaugh
Skip Woodruff

Congratulations to the newest 25 Year Member, Lt Dick 
Sorensen! Weather forecast for tonight: dark. ~George Carlin

Volunteers do not 
necessarily have the time;
 they just have the heart. 

 ~Elizabeth Andrew
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USPS DISTRICT 29 SPRING CONFERENCE 
“Sail Into the Next 100 Years” 

Friday-Sunday, 6 - 8 March 2015 
Hosted by Columbus Sail & Power Squadron 

 Marriott Northwest - Dublin, Ohio 
  

Day Time Event Room 

Friday 1600-2000 Registration Lobby 
  1930-2030 Planning Committee Meeting Westerville 
  2000-2300 “Sail Into the Next 100 Years” Party Dublin V and VI 
Saturday 0700-1000 Registration and Coffee  

Hosted by Columbus Sail & Power Squadron 
Lobby 

  0630-0900 Breakfast Buffet (Included in room rate) Atrium 
  0730-0830 SEO Meeting Westerville 
  0900-1145 *Seminars (see below descriptions) Dublin I, II, III 
  0900-1300 Aqua Gym Activity with Pizza Party scuba experience  

for children 6-16  RSVP: Ruthwilcox@aol.com  740-625-5612 
Indoor Pool 

  1200-1350 Lunch Atrium 
  1330-1530 *Conference Meeting Dublin III 
  1330-1530 Spouses’ Program TBA 
  1700-1815 **District Commander’s Reception Atrium  
  1830-2100 **Dinner Dublin III and IV 
  Following 

Dinner 
After Glo Squadron Hospitality following dinner 
Hosted by District 29 Squadron Commanders 

Dublin III and IV 

Sunday 0700-0900 Breakfast Buffet (Included in room rate) Atrium 
  0800-0900 Conference Wrap-up (Squadron Commanders, D29 Bridge 

Officers) 
Westerville 

  0900-1100 Adult Aqua Gym Activity RSVP same as above Indoor Pool 
                           *Uniform F or Business Attire   **Uniform A with Bow Tie or Evening Attire 

  
Swimsuits required for Aqua Gym Activity; all equipment provided. Cost $30 per person 

  
Education Seminars 

Partners in Command & Boating Skills Virtual Trainer  - Julie Mohrman allows boating 
partners to practice boat-handling skills. This hands-on activity will build your confidence and 
level of experience. 
  
Tall Ships & SERAT - Don Stark, Assistant to NEO and Bob Mueller, Berea Squadron - Tall 
Ships America MOU and the unique educational on-the-water opportunities; that this 
partnership brings to squadrons. Includes information on the Squadron Emergency Response 
Assistance Team. 
 
Paddle Boating - Emily King is a very experienced paddle boater that will explain paddling and 
the safety considerations for paddlers and power boaters.  

USPS Electronics Course - Larry Lowe will explain how the new course can make your 
boating more enjoyable and safer and help you become more informed.  

Bare Boating - Doug Jackson and Pam Carr-Jackson show you the ins and outs of chartering a 
boat in the Virgin Islands. Use your power squadron training for a new type of boating 
adventure.  
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Columbus Sail & Power Squadron
A Unit of United States Power Squadron • Chartered 1940

Headquarters: 8492 Cotter Street, Lewis Center, OH 43035-7139
Phone 614-384-0245   •   1-866-CSPS-SAFE

www.columbussailandpower.org

2015-2016 Executive Committee
Commander	 Cdr John Seaver JN
Executive Officer	 Lt/C Julie Mohrman, AP
Administrative Officer	 Lt/C John McCarty, AP
Squadron Education Officer	 Lt/C Mari Seaver, S
Secretary	 Lt/C Ron Hupman, S
Treasurer	 Lt/C Edward Mack, AP
Past Commander	 P/C William Mohrman, AP
Ch/Rules/Com	 P/C Harold Beidel, Jr, SN

	
APPOINTED OFFICERS AND CHAIRS

Commander’s Staff – Cdr John Seaver, JN
Flag Lieutenant	 P/D/C Philip Osborne, JN
Commander’s Advisors	 All Past Commanders
Co-Ch/Merit Marks	 P/C Donald Delewese, SN
Co-Ch/Merit Marks	 P/C Bob Van der Wissel, AP
Protocol Officer	 P/C Donald Delewese, SN
Parliamentarian	 P/R/C Harold Beidel Jr, SN
Law Officer	 P/C David Canale, P
Co-Chaplain	 Lt David Fannon, JN
Co-Chaplain	 Lt Mary Rayburn, S
Delegate/Dist Conference	 P/C David Canale, P
Tech Committee Chair	 Cdr John Seaver, JN

Executive Officer’s Staff - Lt/C Julie Mohrman, AP
Public Relations Officer	 Lt Tracy Garrett, S
Public Relations Assistant	 Lt Johnny Daulton
Public Relations Assistant	 Lt Terri McCarty, P
Public Relations Assistant	 Lt Mary Rayburn, S
Public Relations Assistant	 Lt Katrina Seaver
Public Relations Assistant	 Lt Dick Sorensen, JN
Legislative Committee	 P/C Donald A. Delewese, SN
Liaison Committee	 P/C Michael S Hughes, JN

	
Education Officer’s Staff – Lt/C Mari Seaver, S

Asst. Squadron Educ Officer	 Lt Richard Sorensen, JN
Ch/Local Board of Boating	 Lt/C Mari Seaver, S
Chair/Advanced Grades  	 Lt/C Edward Mack, AP
Chair/Elective Courses	 Lt David Clark, AP
Chair ABC3 Course	 Lt/C Mari Seaver, S
ABC3 Boating Instructor	 Lt Mike Hudson, AP
ABC3 Boating Instructor	 P/C Michael S Hughes, JN
ABC3 Boating Instructor	 Lt Michael T Hughes, AP
ABC3 Boating Instructor	 P/D/LtC Larry Lowe, SN   	  	  
ABC3 Boating Instructor	 P/D/C Philip Osborne, JN 
ABC3 Boating Instructor 	 P/D/C Robert Rayburn, SN
ABC3 Boating Instructor	 Cdr John Seaver, JN  		   
ABC3 Proctor Chair	 Lt Fred Card, S
ABC3 Paper Graders Chair	 P/C Tom Norman, P		  
Chair Seamanship/Instructor	 Cdr John Seaver, JN
  Seamanship Instructors	 various instructors
Chair Piloting/Instructor	 P/C Donald Delewese, SN
  Piloting Instructor	 Lt Mike Hudson, AP
Chair Advanced Piloting	 P/D/C Robert Rayburn, SN
  AP Instructor	 P/D/LtC Larry Lowe, SN 
Chair Jr Navagation/Instructor	 Lt Ralph Newman, N
Jr Navigation Instructor	 Lt Penny Newman, N

Member-at-Large	 Lt Robert Goelz
Member-at-Large	 Lt Eldon Hall, Jr, AP
Member-at-Large	 Lt Michael Hudson, AP
Member-at-Large	 Lt. Ruth Kubinski, P
Member-at-Large	 P/D/LtC Larry Lowe, SN
Member-at-Large	 Lt Jana Mack, S
Member-at-Large	 Lt Theresa McCarty, P
Member-at-Large	 Lt Mary Rayburn, S
Member-at-Large	 Lt Scott Shaw

Web Master	 Lt Michael Hudson, P
Sea Gals Liaison	 Martha Beidel
Chair/Member of the Years	 P/R/C Harold Beidel Jr, SN
Librarian	 Lt Jana Mack, S
Librarian	 Lt Richard Sorensen, JN
Chair/Outreach	 Lt/C Julie Mohrman, AP
Co-Chair/Bungle Jug	 Lt Wade Grosz, AP
Co-Chair/Bungle Jug	 Lt Richard Sorensen, JN
Co-Chair Investments	 P/V/C Joseph Mesenburg, SN
Co-Chair Investments	 Lt/C Edward Mack, AP

Vessel Safety Check Chair	 Lt John C. Pruitt, AP
Radio Tech Officer	 P/D/LtC Larry Lowe, SN
Safety Officer	 P/C Bill Mohrman, AP
Boat Show Chair	 Lt/C Julie Mohrman, AP (interim)
Photographer	 Lt/C Edward Mack, AP
Assistant Photographer	 Lt Tracy Garrett, S
Assistant Photographer	 Lt Ruth Wilcox, S
Co-Op Charting Comm	 P/R/C Harold Beidel Jr, SN

Chair of Navigation/Instructor	 P/C Roger Hankle, SN    
Chair Cruise Planning	 Lt Pam Carr-Jackson, P
Chair Engine Maint/Instructor	 P/C Michael S Hughes, JN
Chair Instructor Develop/Instr	 P/D/C Robert Rayburn, SN
Chair Marine Elec Sys/Instructor	 P/D/LtC Larry Lowe, SN
  Marine Electrical Sys/Instructor	 P/C William Mohrman, AP
Chair Marine Comm Sys/Instr	 P/D/LtC Larry Lowe, SN
  Marine Comm. Sys/ Instructor	 P/C William Mohrman, AP
Chair Marine Nav Sys/Instructor	 P/D/LtC Larry Lowe, SN
  Marine Navigation Sys/Instr	 P/C William Mohrman, AP
Chair Sailing/Instructor	 Lt Kenneth Spilke, JN
  Sail Instructor	 Lt Doug Jackson, SN	
Chair of Weather/Instructor	 Lt Dick Sorensen, JN
Chair of Seminars/Instructor	 P/C William Mohrman, AP
  Seminar Instructor	 Lt/C Julie Mohrman, AP
  Seminar Instructor	 P/D/LtC Larry Lowe, SN
Chair of Learning Guides	 Vacant
Chair of Teaching Awards	 P/C Michael S Hughes, JN



www.columbussailandpower.org12  Galley Gossip

Administrative Officer’s Staff - Lt/C John McCarty, AP

Assistant Admin Officer	 Lt John Daulton, S
Co-Chair/Programs	 Lt Eldon Hall Jr, AP
Co-Chair/Programs	 Lt Joe Huffman
Co-Chair/Programs	 Lt Jana Mack, S
Chair Membership	 Lt Sue Goelz
Co-Chair/Membership	 Lt Bob Goelz
Chair Recruitment	 Lt John Daulton, S
Co-Chair/Mem Involvement	 Lt Eldon Hall Jr, AP
Co-Chair/Mem Involvement	 Lt Joe Huffman
Co-Chair/Youth Activities	 Lt Jana Mack, S
Co-Chair/Youth Activities	 Lt Katrina Seaver

Secretary’s Staff - Lt/C Ron Hupman, S

Assistant Secretary	 Lt Thomas Doyle, P
Historian	 Lt Bob Wells, AP
Chair/Roster	 Lt Doug Jackson, SN

Treasurer’s Staff - Lt/C Edward Mack, AP
Assistant Treasurer	 P/C David Canale, P
Ch/Budget Committee	 Lt Ron Hupman, S
Ch/USPS Educ. Fund	 Lt Angie P. Delewese, P

General Committees

Ch/Audit Committee/exp 2016	 Lt Doug Jackson, SN
  Audit Com/exp 2017	 P/C Thomas Norman, P
  Audit Com/exp 2018	 P/C Robert Prior, P
Ch/Nom Committee/exp 2016	 P/C Thomas Norman, P
  Nominating Com/exp 2017	 P/C David Canale, P
  Nominating Com/exp 2018	 P/C William Mohrman, AP

Standing Committees

Ch/Finance Committee	 Lt/C Ron Hupman, S
Ch/Housing Committee  	 vacant

                                    

Columbus Sail & Power Squadron
A Unit of United States Power Squadron • Chartered 1940

Headquarters: 8492 Cotter Street, Lewis Center, OH 43035-7139  •  Phone 614-384-0245   •   1-866-CSPS-SAFE
www.columbussailandpower.org

Read the PIER 29
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d29/newsletters.html  
You will find articles on what the other squadrons have been 
doing, read letters from the bridge, find info on the upcoming 
conference and see photos of the summer.

Chair/Boating Activities	 Lt/C John McCarty, AP
Assistant/Boating Activities	 P/C David Canale, P
Assistant/Boating Activities	 Lt Joe Huffman, S
Assistant/Boating Activities	 Lt Ron Lavely, JN
Assistant/Boating Activities	 D/E/O Larry Lowe, SN
Assistant/Boating Activities	 Lt Ruth Kubinski, P
Co-Chair/Leadership Dev	 P/D/C Robert Rayburn, SN
Co-Chair/Leadership Dev	 P/D/C Samuel Woodruff, AP
Officer Training Instructor	 P/C Donald Delewese, SN
Officer Training Instructor	 P/C Robert Van der Wissel, AP
Port Captain	 P/R/C Harold Beidel Jr, SN
Chair/Email Committee	 Lt Tracy Garrett, S

Editor Galley Gossip	 Lt Tracy Garrett, S
Editor Galley Gossip	 Melissa Fannon
The Ensign Correspondent            Lt Tracy Garrett, S

Property Officer	 P/C Michael S Hughes, JN
Supply Officer	 Lt/C Julie Mohrman, AP

Ch/Rules Committee/exp 2016 	 P/R/C Harold Beidel, Jr, SN
  Rules Com/exp 2017	 P/C Bob Van der Wissel, SN
  Rules Com/exp 2018	 Lt Michael T Hughes, AP

Planning Committee	 D/C Bill Lehner, SN
Sea Gals Commander	 Martha Beidel
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Are you connected?  Like the Columbus 
Sail and Power Squadron page to keep up to 
date on all of the happenings.  Check out the 
video from the recent Boat Show!

How To Help CSPS 
While You Shop

1.  Use your Kroger card to designate CSPS as your 
Community Rewards Organization.  CSPS #81790 should show 
at the bottom of your Kroger receipt.  If not, visit the customer 
service desk.  This program does not cost you anything or 
affect your fuel points. Everyone must re-register each April.

2.  Shop on Amazon at any time under the amazonsmile.
com program.  Earn free money for CSPS by choosing United 
States Power Squadron Lewis Center as the organization you 
wish to support.  You shop, CSPS wins.

COME AND UPGRADE YOUR SKILLS FROM PAPER TO PIXELS
 ON MARCH 25, 2015 THERE IS A NEW MARINE ELECTRONIC NAVIGATION COURSE 

COMING TO A CLASSROOM NEAR YOU!
THIS IS THE THIRD COURSE IN THE MARINE ELECTRONICS SERIES AND WILL 

START OUT WITH GPS, CONTINUING INTO CHARTPLOTTERS, USING AN ENHANCED 
CHARTPLOTTER AND THEN INTO USING YOUR TABLET FOR NAVIGATION.

THESE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE TOPICS COVERED, SO GO ONLINE TO
 www.columbussailandpower.org

AND SIGN UP NOW, AND I WILL SEE YOU ON MARCH 25.

The Galley Gossip Sponsors Club is 
renewing.  If you would like to have your 
boat, pet, spouse, business listed, please 
use the form on the last page and submit 
your $20 payment per listing.

Ch/Rules Committee/exp 2016 	 P/R/C Harold Beidel, Jr, SN
  Rules Com/exp 2017	 P/C Bob Van der Wissel, SN
  Rules Com/exp 2018	 Lt Michael T Hughes, AP
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Please remember, each of us is in control of our own personal information kept at National.  All you have 
to do to update your information is to log into national’s website and submit a correction. 

 

Keepin’ up...

If you don’t know where to go on Natl’s site, do the following:
 
Log in as a member
Click on “How do I...” tab at the top of the page.

Scroll down and click on “Update my personal data”
Review your current data and submit your changes.
It is not up to our roster person to clairvoyantly know everyone’s emails, phone numbers, or how 

you want them displayed.  They can only act on information as it is given to them.  We are individually 
responsible to review and correct our own personal data.

 
So if you are receiving emails at an old email address, please correct it at National.  It will then propagate 

down through the DB2000 system and find their way into the next roster.
 
BTW – District also uses our contact info from National, so any changes you do at National automatically 

trickle down throughout the USPS system.
 
Thank you,
P/C Bill Mohrman
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Every year state legislators debate a wide variety of boating bills 
that can significantly impact our enjoyment of the water. Unfortu-
nately, these topics don’t make headlines like the Kardashians do, so 
we’re here to check out some of the new and upcoming legislation 
that will affect boaters and fishermen in the HeartLand Boating cover-
age area. Happily, the news is better than we expected.
Boater Certification 
  For the past few years the question uppermost in most boater’s 
minds was “will my state get mandatory boater education?” Unless 
you live in Arizona, Alaska, South Dakota or Wyoming, the answer 
is “yes,” with Illinois boating laws getting stricter in 2016 with the 
requirement that all boaters operating a boat with a 10-horsepower 
engine or higher 
and born after 
January 1, 1998, 
have a boating 
safety certificate 
approved 
by the state 
Department of 
Natural Resources 
prior to getting 
behind the helm. 
While the law 
technically took 
effect on January 
1, 2015, the actual 
curriculum will not be available until 2016. The law will allow for a 
boater-education exemption for those who rent a boat or who aren’t 
in the state long.

Think this is the pretty much the end of the subject? Definitely 
not, as four Greenwich, Conn., lawmakers are making national news 
as they push for boating licensing requirements to be more in line 
with driving a motor vehicle, in what may lead to the next nationwide 
trend. Even if things don’t go that far, the subject of boater education 
will continue to be a hot topic in many states, according to BoatUS, 
especially in those states with outdated laws and/or no boater safety 
certificate requirements.
PFD Requirement

To wear or not to wear? That’s once again the question. Mandato-
ry wearing of personal flotation devices (PFDs) is once under consid-
eration. Florida has the matter on the 2015 session agenda. If passed, 
the bill would require PFD use on boats and personal watercraft, as 
well as while waterskiing, parasailing or similar activities.
Electric Shock Drowning

Something that may not be part of our daily consciousness, but 
is a critical matter on the legislative agenda of several states, is the 
prevention electric shock drowning (ESD) at marinas. Tennessee’s 
solution, which recently passed, is to require marinas to have annual 
inspections to make sure they meet or exceed the newly established 
codes, with up to $50,000 for non-complying marinas.

Kentucky had an ESD bill as well prohibiting swimming within 
50 yards of a boat dock or marina where boats receive shore power. It 
did not pass but is expected to be reintroduced.
Water Access & Fees 

Those who look to limit our water access are lobbying strong, but 
after extensive research, we have found no notable bills currently on 
any local legislative floors proposing significant restrictions to boating 
or fishing in our area. The fees to fish on those waters is another 

New Year, New Rules
B Y  C A P T.  S A N D Y  L I N D S E Y

matter entirely.
While many states are increasing fishing permit fees to generate 

additional revenue and occasionally as a “disincentive,” Sen. Brian 
Munzlinger of Missouri has proposed a dramatic reduction Missouri 
Department of Conservation fees for fishing, hunting and other 
permits. The bill limits charges to service fees, customer convenience 
fees or replacement fees, each capped at $2 for Missouri residents. 
“We already pay a sales tax to conservation,” Sen. Munzlinger said. 
“But when we want to partake in one of the outdoor sports, we have 
to pay again.”

The Ohio Department of Veterans Services is also looking to 
reduce the cost of fishing with House Bill 47, which would give vet-

erans free fishing and hunting licenses.	
It’s not all discounts in the fishing news, however. 
At the other end of the fee scale, the Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Agency is proposing an aver-
age 22-percent increase in fishing, hunting and 
related licenses.
Uniform Boat Titling
   BoatUS, which had a strong influence on 
the passing of mandatory boater education, is 
now focused on Uniform Boat Titling. So far 
they have been successful in helping get bills 
passed in Virginia in 2013 and Connecticut 
and Washington D.C. in 2014. The model law 
drafted by the Uniform Law Commission is under 
varying levels of consideration in all 50 states, 

with the idea that it will make selling boats, especially across state 
lines, a more straightforward process. Presently, some states have no 
certificate of title requirements for undocumented vessels, and for the 
states that do require a title, the laws governing it can vary wildly.
Interstate Boating Violator Compact

Governor Nathan Deal of Georgia is also thinking on a national 
scale. In a quest to make the waters across the country safer, he has 
formed the Interstate Boating Violator Compact. Based on the highly 
successful Wildlife Violator Compact currently in place in 42 states, 
the boating version would allow law enforcement to share interstate 
information that would allow Georgia (and other states as they join) 
to suspend the boating privedges, as applicable, of those who have 
violations elsewhere. The matter is currently under heated discussion 
in many states.
Towing, Drinking & Invasive Species

While the legislative horizon is busy, the past few years have 
been even more so, resulting in plenty of new laws going into effect 
this past January 1. You now have to use a minimum 12-inch bright 
orange flag when towing a person in Illinois. Also starting in 2015, 
the Illinois police can seize the vessel of an intoxicated boater under 
certain circumstance. More and more states are making it illegal to 
pick up invasive species in one body of water and transport the boat 
to another. The solution? A thorough boat cleaning.

These are just a few examples. Remember, ignorance of the law is 
no excuse. We strongly advise you to check out the websites of appli-
cable law enforcement and department of natural resources divisions 
in your state to find out what’s been put on the books while we were 
all off enjoying a day on the water.

This article appears in the September-October 2014 issue of 
HeartLand Boating
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Galley Gossip Sponsors Club

  Would you like to have your boat, business or pets listed on the Galley Gossip Sponsors Club page? Your $20  
contribution will receive a full year of sponsorship listing beginning January 2015. Please indicate below the exact manner 
(UPPER & lower case) in which your listing should appear.

      Your Name: ___________________________________

    Please PRINT your listing as it should appear. Indicate UPPER & lower Case (A a):

    ____________________________________________________________________

Send your $20 per listing fee made payable to Columbus Sail and Power Squadron to: Tracy Garrett, 1263  
Oakland Ave , Columbus , OH 43212 . If you have any questions, please contact via e-mail at mtbuckets@aol.com  
or by phone at 614-488-4758.  If you wish to be listed in 2015, please complete and mail the request form with your payment. Submissions 
received before the first of each month will be in print the following month.

COLUMBUS SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
Lt/C Ron Hupman, S
2966 Dupter Pl.
Millersport, OH 43046

Bob Van der Wissel
Jackie Egbert
At Last -Hughes-Garrett-Mohr family
DREAMS GALORE
S/V Pride - The Daulton’s
Ed & Jana Mack
The Canale’s
Bob’n Mary
SHE’S OLD SCHOOL

KG LADY
Terrie Lynn
MOLLY-E
WORTH THE WAIT - BOB & SUE GOELZ
ALL Skies - Glen & Ruthie Kubinski
The Bob and Tom Show
Bob & Patti Prior


