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Happy Hour/ 
Dinner Meeting
Thursday, May 7  
6 PM - 9 PM
Señor Antonio’s  
Northpointe Plaza 
8617 Columbus Pike 
Lewis Center, OH

  

Guest Speaker:  
Brad Paul of Paul’s Marine

Members and Guests will order 
from the menu and pay 
their own tab.   RSVP is 
required for headcount.

RSVP to Sheryl Mack 
by voicemail at 614 578-2599, 
or by email at 
sheryl.h.mack@gmail.com, 
or online at 
www.columbussailandpower.org
no later than May 5th
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MAY
7 Thu Happy Hour/Dinner Meeting 6 pm  Señor Antonio’s 8617 Columbus Pike 

 Lewis Center    Brad Paul of Paul’s Marine, guest speaker
16-22 Sat-Fri Safe Boating Week FOCUS ON PREPARATION AND RESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOR 

This annual campaign encourages boaters to wear life jackets, take safety                                
courses, and check equipment before Memorial Day Weekend.

16-17 Sat-Sun Vessel Safety Checks   Alum Creek Hollenback Ramp
18 Mon Galley Gossip articles due
23 Sat Vessel Safety Checks at Norris Lake by Michael Hughes and Tracy Garrett
25 Mon Memorial Day
26 Tue Executive Committee Meeting ABC Clubhouse or by Zoom 7 pm
30 Sat Vessel Safety Checks  Alum Creek  Cheshire Ramp
31 Sun        Vessel Safety Checks  Alum Creek  New Galena Ramp

JUNE
4 Thu Pot Luck 6 pm New Galena Boat Ramp/Shelter House Alum Creek State Park

4550 Africa Rd  Galena  —  Andy Foos of ODNR, guest speaker
6 Sat Tackle Box Boat Trip  (Rain Date-June 13)

26-27 Fri-Sat Salt Fork and Seneca Lake Boat Cruise 

JULY
4 Sat UNITED STATES 250th anniversary of the signing of the 

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
10-11 Fri-Sat Powhatan Point to Marietta Trip   

25 Sun Alum Creek Raft Up
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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE
Cdr Jason Mack, P

Ahoy! I hope everyone is 
getting ready for spring fever to 
kick in and for all of us to get our 
boats out as soon as possible.

. e enMoyed our ¿rst Eoat 
ride of the season with Michael 
S. Hughes and Tracy Garrett 
while visiting their new home 
in Tennessee. What an amazing 
time—and what a view! We even 
completed a Vessel Safety Check 
for them during our visit, along 
with many other wonderful things we were able to 
do together in such a short time. I am so happy for 
them both (and Charlotte!) and hope to visit again 
very soon.

$fter returning from our triS, we were ¿nally 
able to take our own boat out on Alum Creek for 
its inaugural journey of the season. As mentioned 
previously, we had quite a bit of work done on the 
boat, including a new throttle and updated cable 
controls. The boat responds better than ever, and 
we could not be happier with the results.  In the 
previous Galley Gossip, I said that boat mainte-
nance is something that should not Ee Sut off.  The 
throttle control was one of those items that, in 
hindsight, we should have replaced years ago. The 
improvement is remarkable. Sheryl wishes we had 
done it sooner, as it makes docking and maneuver-
ing the boat so much easier.

It was nice to have taken the boat out before 
the event at Paul’s Marine, as we were able to 
personally thank them for all the work they com-
pleted on our behalf. The open house event was a 
great opportunity for us to get our name out there, 
recruit new members, schedule Vessel Safety 
Checks, and talk about our classes and boating 
adventures planned for the season. Many visi-
tors to our table—manned by Bob and Janet Hern, 
Kelsey Pfeifer, Sheryl, and me—were impressed 
with everything we have going on for the boating 
community. We brought several textbooks from our 
previous courses, and they were well received as 
examples of the high-quality education our squad-
ron provides. Thank you again to everyone who 
participated.

We are about to embark on a new season of 
Vessel Safety Checks, and I know we are set up 
for great success. Our marketing efforts have in-
creased, we have more experienced Vessel Safety 
Examiners than ever before, and we have so much 
valuable information to share. I know Sue Goelz 
will have more to share about these upcoming 
events.

I hope to see all of you on the water this sum-
mer at our scheduled meetups. I would also love 
for us to set up a text tree so that if anyone heads 
out on a random Tuesday—or whenever—we can 
let others know and plan to meet up. Anchors 
Away!

EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Lt/C Glen Kubinski, AP
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Lt/C Sue Goelz, S

Finally, the long winter is over! Hello SPRING!
$re your Eoats ready" Do you have a ¿re e[tin-

guisher that is less than 12 years old, life jackets 
in good condition, sound and visual signal devices, 
engine cut-off tethers, and my favorite, ³dewater-
ing device” just in case you need to bail water? 
(hope not). It is a long list of items to keep you 
and your passengers safe.

BUT WAIT - that’s not all. Visual signal devices 
may need fresh batteries. Handheld radios must 
be charged. What about CO2 cartridges in your in-
flataEle life Mackets" Did you know that those small 
yellow inflator triggers have an e[Siration date" 
Are yours in date and showing a green indicator? 
8se the tuEes to manually inflate the Mackets, wait 
twenty-four hours, and then repack. Now is a good 
time to be sure these are not leaking.

So here is a great idea: 
join your CSPS vessel safety 
examiners to have your boat 
inspected for the required 
safety items. CSPS will be 
providing a hot dog lunch and 
plenty of good company. May 
16th and 17th, we will be do-
ing VSE’s at the marina boat 
ramps at Alum Creek State 
Park. Busy that weekend? On 

May 30, the VSE team will be at the Cheshire boat 
ramSs, and on May 31, you¶ll ¿nd the team at the 
New Galena ramps. 

Bring your boat and a folding chair and join us. 
We would love to see you there!
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Lt/C Sheryl Mack, P

NEW MEMBERS

Happy Spring! 
Jason and I just returned 

from a trip to sunny Florida, 
so we were sorry to have 
missed the recent dinner at 
Mimi’s, but we heard the food 
was delicious.  I hope every-
one enjoyed the event. 

With Spring comes the 
beginning of boating season, 
and Jason and I were delighted to get our boat out 
on the water last week.  At Mimi’s, you all heard 
about the squadron’s exciting, planned summer 
boating excursions, so I have been busy making 
my hotel reservations to con¿rm our sSot� :e hoSe 
to see many of you at these events. 

On May 7th, we will be dining in a private room 
at Señor Antonio’s Mexican Restaurant and Canti-
na, located at 8617 Columbus Pike in Lewis Center. 

<ou will Ee aEle to order your choice of dinner off 
the menu. There is no charge for the event, as 
each party will be responsible for their own check.   
We look forward to having Brad Paul from Paul’s 
Marine as a guest speaker.   He will be discussing 
boating trends, maintenance, service, etc. It should 
be an enjoyable evening. 

If you have any restaurant or activity sugges-
tions you would like to see planned, please let me 
know. Also, if you are interested in speaking at 
one of the social events about a past or upcoming 
boating trip or know of someone who would like to 
speak to the group, please reach out.  

Please be sure to RSVP for each upcoming event 
either online at https://www.columbussailand-
power.org/social-dinner-meetings, by texting 
at 614-578-2599 or by email at sheryl.h.mack@
gmail.com

See you all soon!

SAVE THE DATE: October 23-24 
D29 FALL CONFERENCE   

Ohio Northern University, Ada, Ohio
Our Central Ohio Chapter is hosting the Fall Confer-

ence.  Our responsibility will be to provide:
Ø Drinks for the Friday night cocktail hour.
ØMeat and Hot Plate
Ø Cheese Charcuterie Board
Ø Snacks—Chips, pretzels, nuts, sweets, candies
Ø Table Decorations
If you have never attended a District Conference, 

give it serious consideration.  You will meet fellow 
boaters from the Toledo, Port Clinton, and Sandusky 
squadrons and learn more about boating on our lakes 
and rivers.

Deborah Winningham
Richard Wilson
Diane Endrizzi
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EDUCATIONAL OFFICER
R/C Bob Rayburn, SN-IN

Schedule of Classes 2026

2026 CSPS Boating Trips
Information is published on the website at www.columbussailandpower.org.
To register for and participate in any of the trips, it is important that you contact the trip leader 

listed below.  Don’t have a boat or don’t tow your own boat?   Many members would be delighted to 
have you as a passenger.  If you would like to participate, contact the respective trip leader for assis-
tance in ¿nding a ride.
June 6 Tackle Box (Rain date is June 13) Trip leader, Phil Osborne  posborne2@aol.com
June 27-28 Salt Fork Trip leader, Jason Mack  jasonsheryl@gmail.com
July 2-5 Huron Boat Basin (District 29) Trip leader, Loriann Czerniejewski  lmcappraisal@yahoo.com
July 10-12 Powhatan Point to Marietta Trip leader, Phil Osborne  posborne2@aol.com
July 25 Alum Creek Lake Trip leader, Bob Goelz  goelzr057@gmail.com
August 5-11 Lake Charlevoix, MI Trip leader, David Keller  david@romerecording.com
August 29 Muskingum River Trip leader, Phil Osborne  posborne2@aol.com
SeSt �-16 /ake CumEerland, .< TriS leader, -oe Huffman   joes442@gmail.com

Advanced
Boat Handling Mondays May 4-June 8

Seminars
How to use a GPS Wednesday  May 6    (Virtual seminar)
Trailering and Trailer Tune up      Tuesday     May 12  (In-Person Seminar)
Introduction to Marine Navigation  Wednesday  May 13  (Virtual seminar)
AIS Electronics for Boaters Thursday May 14  (Virtual seminar)
Weather for Boaters      Wednesday   May 20  (In-Person Seminar)
Boating on Lakes, Locks, & Rivers Thursday, May 21  (Virtual Seminar)
Paddle Smart                Wednesday  May 27  (Virtual Seminar)

I hope your craft is ready 
for the boating season.  You 
have used information from 
the seminars and classes 
you’ve taken to prepare your 
boat and make decisions on 
everything from dock lines 
to safety equipment. Per-
haps you are still consider-
ing a navigation package or 
a new anchor to hold safely 
on a planned trip. Have fun preparing for the sea-
son, as well as being on the water. 

You already know that planning makes it easier 
to deal with situations that may occur on the water. 
Remember, you likely have more boating knowl-

edge than other people on the water. Some of the 
knowledge and skills were created through your 
own experiences, and some knowledge was adapt-
ed from things you’ve learned in classes and semi-
nars. Feel comfortable enough to try new locations 
and build new memories. 

When you are reading this, there may still be 
time to register for some of the seminars. The 
schedule is on our website, https://www.colum-
bussailandpower.org. The virtual seminars might 
be easier to attend, especially with boating, vessel 
safety checks, and other activities on the horizon. 

My wish for you is a warm spring with only light 
showers.



americasboatingclub.org6 Galley Gossip

Powhatan Point to Marietta Boat Trip
Thursday, July 9 to Sunday, July 12

Wed. or Thurs. tow to Moundsville, WV. (2.5-hour tow)
Trip Leaders:   Phil Osborne and Joe Huffman

ITINERARY

Thursday, July 9
Holiday Inn Express, Moundsville, WV.

Healthy discount on room charge-- $129.00 / 
Night.

 If you choose to go on Wednesday to tour more 
of the Mighty Ohio River, dinner is FREE at the 
Hotel.

5eservations are under -oe Huffman. There are 
5 rooms currently reserved,  but we can reserve 
more, as needed.

To con¿rm your reservation, contact $manda at 
Holiday Inn Express, 304-780-3954.

Friday, July 10
Lafeyette Hotel in Marietta, Ohio

Saturday, July 11 10 rooms have been re-
served. All rooms have a River View.  

Cost is $125.00/night.
5eservations are under -oe Huffman.   
Call 740-373-5522 to con¿rm your reservation.  
Hotels will hold until 2 weeks prior to the trip. 

After that time, prices will increase. 
Remember, hotel rooms can be cancelled 

up to 48 hours before with no charge, so book 
now to get GREAT prices!!

For Your Information and Planning:
The Army Corps of Engineers may be work-

ing on the Hannibal Locks, about midway between 
Moundsville; therefore, the dates/trip may need 
to be altered.  Will keep everyone updated!

Contact the trip leaders at posborne2@aol.
com or joes442@sbcglobal.net

Why We Love Boating
Boating draws people to water's tranquility, providing a welcome escape from the noise and stress of 

modern life. ,t offers a mental Ereak from everyday Sressures like work and oEligations, allowing you to 
focus on the calming rhythm of waves and the gentle presence of nature.

%eing near water can signi¿cantly lower stress levels, and the immersive e[Serience of Eoating enhanc-
es this calming effect. The gentle rocking of the Eoat and the soothing sounds create a meditative environ-
ment that promotes relaxation and mindfulness without the pressure of structured practices.

Boating also encourages a disconnect from digital overload. With limited connectivity, your mind can 
reset and recover from constant stimulation, making sSace for thought and reflection. This intentional still-
ness is a rare and valuable respite in a busy culture.
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Muskingum River 
Boat Cruise

Saturday, August 29
Trip Leader:  Phil Osborne 

This trip from McConnelsville to Marietta or 
Zanesville will be the last boating trip for August.  
This is a one-day cruise that will take us to the 
Muskingum River in Eastern Ohio.  Starting in Mc-
Connelsville, Ohio, the Muskingum flows onward to 
the Ohio River in Marietta. If the locks are open, 
we will proceed to Marietta.  If not, we will cruise 
North to Zanesville. Either direction, we will go 
through multiple locks and experience the oldest 
hand-operated locks in the United States.   

To register or for more information, contact 
posborne2@aol.com

Lake Cumberland
Renedezvous

September 9-16
Trip Leaders:  Joe and Linda Huffman

The last boating trip of the year is to Lake Cum-
berland, KY.  Whether you plan to play and sleep 
on your boat or just spend your days on the water 
and your nights in a hotel, there is a place for you 
on this trip.  

To make arrangements for the trip, choose from 
and contact the following:

Marina at Rowena
Covered slips make this Marina a great option 

even for open-bow boats.  Rowena is loaded with 
amenities and some of the best ice cream. Those 
who stay at Rowena often cook dinners together on 
the dock.  Contact David Keller in advance at  
david@romerecording.com so that the group 
can obtain docks together.  Slips are $45. Per 
night.  Main Office 606 206-7488

Hotel and Slip  at Lure Lodge (State Park)
270 343-3111
State Dock  Charge is $3. Per foot.   There is 

a shuttle up and downhill from the State Lodge.  
Call 270 343-3111 for reservations.

State Dock Houseboat
4 Bedrooms
Senior Discount for Thursday-Sunday $2535. 

To register or for more information, email Joe 
Huffman at joes442@sbcglobal.net
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ABC/Central Ohio Participates
Paul’s Marine held their annual Open House on 

Saturday, April 18th.  America’s Boating Club of 
Central Ohio was invited to share in the activities 
and meet boating enthusiasts who might be inter-
ested in safe boating classes, boat trips, or club 
membership.  Jason and Sheryl Mack, Bob and 
Janet Hern, and Kelsey Pfeifer, along with Hyde and 
Boomer, chatted with many interesting folks sharing 
our club’s history and mission.

Bob and Sue Goelz welcome their new Tritoon, 
ForeverYYoung.  She is a 22’ Bennington  
powered by a 150 HP Yamaha.

Bob Hern
Robert Lieb
David Crothers
James Ruth
Kelsey Pfeifer
Sheryl Mack

Birthdays
Sue Goelz
Katharine Johnston
Deborah Winningham
Jason Mack
Tracy Garrett

SICK BAY
Dick Sorensen

FIRST HORIZON

www.americasboatingchannel.com
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News from District 29 Spring Conference

Squadron By-Laws Update
Thanks go out to Deb Crothers for the diligent work she and her team did to update our local squad-

ron Eylaws and oEtain ¿nal aSSroval from 1ational.

Our By-Laws are Current!
In the fall of 2025, we began the process of updating our boating club’s bylaws. Three members of the 

Eridge sat down and did a walk-through of the document on ¿le at the time, a Srevious set of Eylaws, and 
the national organization’s recommendations. Several hours later, a rough draft was born. This was only 
the Eeginning of the work, however. The ¿nal Sroduct would not Ee reali]ed for another four months.

:e then took inSut from Sast commanders and the Eridge officers on sSeci¿cs they would like to see 
added or removed from the ¿rst draft. :e then Sut that second version out for the general cluE¶s feed-
Eack. Marrying all these sources of information Eecame the Eiggest task. Many hours later, we had a ¿nal 
document that would once again go before the bridge for approval.

$t our -anuary 8th annual meeting, the ¿nal document was aSSroved for suEmission to the national 
organi]ation for ¿nal review and Sosting to their weEsite. :e received notice in March that the 1ational 
Organization had accepted our submission. While no timeline has been established, our approved Central 
Ohio %oating CluE Eylaws will eventually Ee stored on the 1ational weEsite. :hen Sosted, you will ¿nd 
them at https://www.usps.org/10400-district-bylaws-storage.

Our club is in District 29.  If, in the meantime, you would like to review the changes, contact Debbie 
Crothers at deb.daurora@gmail.com.

Also, if you would like to be involved in updating the club’s Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), 
please let our commander, Jason, know. That work will begin within the next month. While our bylaws 
de¿ne the rules, our SOPs de¿ne how we accomSlish those.

ABC National has developed a Strategic Plan 
to strengthen memEershiS and imSrove ¿nancial 
sustainability. Phase One focuses on exploring op-
portunities to grow membership across all levels of 
America’s Boating Club. The insights gained during 
this phase will guide adjustments and inform the 
implementation of Phases Two and Three.

Currently, approximately 60% of the national 
organization’s operating revenue comes from mem-
bership dues, with the remaining 40% generated 
through course offerings. However, as memEer-
ship—and the associated dues revenue—contin-
ues to decline, the organization has 
taken steps to reduce expenses. 
These measures include eliminat-
ing full-time positions and convert-
ing one full-time role to part-time. 
In addition, annual dues have been 
increased by $10 for individual mem-
berships and $20 for family member-
ships.

The revised dues structure took 
effect on $Sril 17 and aSSlies to Eoth 

new members and renewals. The updated rates are 
$130.50 for an individual membership and $190.00 
for a family membership.

The extent of the membership decline is sig-
ni¿cant. ,n March 2010, the organi]ation had 
35,648 members. By March 2020, that number had 
dropped to 22,852, and as of March 2026, mem-
bership stands at 13,705.

Do you have ideas for membership growth?  
Have you invited someone to join? Contact any 
member of the Executive Committee. Make your 
ideas known.

APRIL 2026 Page 7

D29 Spring Conference

R/C Bob Rayburn, SN-IN, is the D/29 Education Officer.
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ABC/Central Ohio 
 MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Larry and Jaclyn Keough
by Larry Keough

A boat outing in the summer of 1982 became 
an indelible moment for Jackie and me. 

We had been dating only a few weeks when I 
asked her to join me on my parents’ 1967 Thun-
derbird cathedral hull boat—a smaller version 
of the Ranger boat made famous on the Flipper 
television series. As we made our way from Fort De 
Soto Park toward Egmont Key, we hit a wave that 
Eriefly sent the Eoat airEorne. :hen it came down, 
Jackie’s passenger seat collapsed. 

I quickly throttled back 
to neutral, worried she 
might be hurt. She wasn’t. 
I braced for her to suggest 
we head back. Instead, she 
smiled, assured me she 
was ¿ne, and encouraged 
me to keep going. 

In that moment, I knew 
we were destined to share 
a love of boating. 

That passion had been 
part of my life since child-
hood, growing up in South 
St. Petersburg, just a 
proverbial stone’s throw 
from Tampa Bay and the 
Sunshine Skyway Bridge. I was drawn to anything 
on the water. Jackie, by contrast, had no boating 
background—but her reaction that day revealed a 
natural affinity. 

Over the years, we’ve logged thousands of 
hours on the water—from the Suwannee River and 
the Winter Haven Chain of Lakes to the St. Peters-
burg Gulf Coast, the Florida Keys, and Bimini in the 
%ahamas. Our Eoats have ranged from inflataEles 
and kayaks to a :ahoo skiff, a :ahoo dual con-
sole, a Wahoo center console, an Albury Brothers 
center console, and a Rossiter runabout. 

One of our most memorable adventures was our 

¿rst of ¿ve *ulf Stream crossings to %imini. De-
parting Port Everglades Inlet in June 1999, the bow 
of our 21-foot Wahoo dropped into a trough, and 
a wave Eroke over the Eow, flooding the forward 
compartment.

Jackie looked at me the way only a mother can, 
as if to say, ³$re you sure aEout this"´ Our three 
sons were aboard—Joel (13), Ryan (9), and Kyle 
�7�. Still, we Sressed on as Sart of a flotilla that 
included three other boats, two captained by my 

brothers, Mike and Tim, along 
with their families. 

These days, most of our 
boating takes place on Lake 
Erie and Alum Creek. For con-
venience, our Albury Brothers 
center console and Rossiter 
runabout are stored near Alum 
Creek Marina. 

A recent conversation with 
Marina staff revealed a familiar 
paradox. When asked whether 
I needed space for a third 
boat, I joked that while avid 
boaters can never have too 
many boats, a third might test 
the limits of marital harmony—

especially in retirement. 
Jackie retired in June 2025 after nearly 40 years 

of teaching in Catholic and public schools. I retired 
in 2023 following a career as a lobbyist, speech-
writer, and Mournalist. Together, we¶ve raised ¿ve 
children—three sons and two daughters, Mary Kate 
and Sara Beth. 

Editor’s Note – Larry and Jackie joined Ameri-
ca’s Boating Club of Central Ohio in 2025. Larry will 
be assisting with the Galley Gossip in the months 
ahead.

Larry and Jaclyn’s “Last Call”
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We had the recent pleasure of visiting our fellow 
squadron members – P/C Michael S. Hughes, Tracy 
Garrett, and Charlotte Mohr – at their new home in 
Sharps Chapel, TN, on the shores of Norris Lake. 
What a beautiful house they have built with a view 
that never gets old.  The sunsets are gorgeous, 
and we had never seen so many stars as we did at 
night. They drove us through the rolling hills of the 
subdivision in their golf cart with one breathtaking 
view of Norris Lake after another.

We were able to give them their 2026 Vessel 
Safety Exam before we took the pontoon out for a 
cruise around the lake. As many of you know, Mi-
chael creates the most beautiful wood-turned pens, 
and he has a massive workshop above his garage 
to house the tools of his trade. Not only did we get 
a tour and see some of his creations, but he also 
taught us how to make our own pens. It takes pre-
cision and an eye for detail to create these works 
of art, and Michael has perfected the craft. 

Just a 6-hour drive from Columbus, you will 
encounter a 33,000-acre lake with over 800 miles 

Norris Lake Visit
By Sheryl and Jason Mack

of shoreline, 20+ marinas, countless coves, and 
endless beauty at every turn.

If you have never been to Norris Lake, we 
highly recommend it. 

Thank you to Michael and Tracy for their hospi-
tality!
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America’s Boating Club of Central Ohio
P/C John Seaver, SN
8492 Cotter St.
Lewis Center, OH  43035

Renew now: Galley Gossip Sponsors Club

Your name: ____________________________________________________________

Boat name:_____________________________________________________________

If you have any questions, please e-mail Janet Hern at janethern@icloud.com.

Rayburn — Tool-n-Around Fannon — AquatronGoelz — ForeverYYoungHughes — Singularity Hern — Last Hurrah

Hughes/Garrett/Mohr — At Last

Crothers — New Moon

Thank you to the sponsors of the 2026 Galley Gossip.  The Galley Gossip is published ten times 
a year: January through June, and September through December. Your $20 annual contribution 
each March provides a full ten months of sponsorship.

If you would like to sponsor the Galley Gossip, please send your boat’s name and picture along 
with $20 to Columbus Sail and Power Squadron, 8492 Cotter Street, Lewis Center, Ohio 43035.

Bob & Mary Rayburn — Tool-n-Around
Hughes-Garrett-Mohr clan — At Last
Bob and Sue Goelz — ForeverYYoung
Jason and Sheryl Mack — Choose Wisely
Joe and Linda Huffman — Country Roads
Bob & Janet Hern — Last Hurrah

Joe & Debbie Rhodes — Feeling Nautier
Michael T. Hughes — Singularity
Dave & Melissa Fannon — Aquatron
David Keller & Maggie — Firefly
David & Debbie Crothers — New Moon
Barbara Hupman — The Boat

Rhodes — Feeling Nautier Keller — Firefly Mack — Choose WiselyHuffman — Country Roads




